
Readings Day 1 
Hebrews 1: 1-4 

In the past, God spoke through the prophets to our ancestors in many times and many ways. In 
these final days, though, he spoke to us through a Son. God made his Son the heir of everything 
and created the world through him. The Son is the light of God’s glory and in imprint of God’s 
being. He maintains everything with his powerful message. After he carried out the cleansing of 
people from their sins, he sat down at the right side of the highest majesty. And the Son became 
so much greater than the other messengers, such as angels, that he received a more important title 
than theirs.  

Isaiah 9: 2, 6-7 (one person steps forward holding a lit candle as the scripture is read) 

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. On those living in pitch dark land, light 
has dawned.   

A child is born to us, a son given to us, and authority will be on his shoulders. He will be named 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. There will be vast authority 
and endless peace for David’s throne and for his kingdom, establishing and sustaining it with 
justice and righteousness now and forever.   

Isaiah 40:1-2  

Comfort, comfort my people! Says your God. Speak compassionately to Jerusalem, and proclaim 
to her that her compulsory service has ended, that her penalty has been paid, that she has 
received from the LORD’s hand double for her sins! 

Luke 1: 5-17 (One person comes forward with hands lifted in praise dressed as Zechariah.  As 
the angel comes up, Zechariah drops to his knees)  

During the rule of King Herod of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah who belonged to the 
priestly division of Abijah.  His wife Elizabeth was a descendant of Aaron.  They were both 
righteous before God, blameless in their observance of all the Lord’s commandments and 
regulations. They had no children because Elizabeth was unable to become pregnant and they 
both were very old. One day Zechariah was serving as a priest before God because his priestly 
division was on duty. Following the customs of priestly service, he was chosen by lottery to go 
into the Lord’s sanctuary and burn incense. All the people who gathered to worship were praying 
outside during this hour of incense offering. An angle from the Lord appeared to him, standing to 
the right of the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw the angel, he was startled and overcome 
with fear.  

The angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Zechariah. Your prayers have been heard. Your wife Elizabeth 
will give birth to your son and you must name him John. He will be a joy and delight to you, and 
many people will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the Lord’s eyes. HE must not drink 
wine and liquor. He will be filled with the Holy Spirit even before his birth. He will bring many 
Israelites back to their Lord their God. He will go forth before the Lord, equipped with the spirit 
and power of Elijah. He will turn the hearts of fathers back to their children, and he will turn the 
disobedient to righteous patterns of thinking. HE will make ready a people prepared for the 
Lord.”  



Readings for Day 2 
Malachi 3:1 

“Look, I am sending my messenger who will clear the path before me; suddenly the LORD 
whom you are seeking will come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you 
take delight is coming, says the LORD of heavenly forces. 

Luke 1:26-55 (A woman in blue and an angel come forward and freeze) 

When Elizabeth was six months pregnant, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a city in 
Galilee, to a virgin who was engaged to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David’s house. 
The virgin’s name was Mary. When the angel came to her, he said, “Rejoice, favored one! The 
Lord is with you!” She was confused by these words and wondered what kind of greeting this 
might be. The angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Mary. God is honoring you. Look! You will conceive 
and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great and he will be called the 
Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of David his father. He will rule 
over Jacob’s house forever, and there will be no end to his kingdom.”  

Then Mary said to the angel, “How will this happen since I haven’t had sexual relations with a 
man?” 

The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come over you and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you. Therefore, the one who is to be born will be holy. He will be called God’s Son. 
Look, even in her old age, your relative Elizabeth has conceived a son. This woman was labeled 
“unable to conceive” is now six months pregnant. Nothing is impossible for God. 

Then Mary said, “I am the Lord’s servant. Let it be with me just as you have said.” Then the 
angel left her.  

Luke 1: 39-45 (Angel exits.  Mary stands up and is joined by another woman, Elizabeth, arms 
open ready to embrace her cousin) 

Mary got up and hurried to a city in the Judean highlands. She entered Zechariah’s home and 
greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb, and 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. With a loud voice she blurted out, “God has blessed 
you above all women, and he has blessed the child you carry. Why do I have this honor, that the 
mother of my Lord should come to me? As soon as I heard your greeting, the baby in my womb 
jumped for joy. Happy is she who believed that the Lord would fulfill the promises he made 
her.” 

(Mary steps center as the reading starts and Mary lifts her arms in praise) 

Mary said,  

“With all my heart I glorify the Lord! In the depths of who I am I rejoice in God my savior. He 
has looked with favor on the low status of his servant. Look! From now on, everyone will 
consider me highly favored because the mighty one has done great things for me. Holy is his 
name. He shows mercy to everyone, from one generation to the next, who honors him as God. 
He has shown strength with his arm. He has scattered those with arrogant thoughts and proud 
inclinations. He has pulled the powerful down from their thrones and lifted up the lowly. He has 



filled the hungry with good things and sent the rich away empty-handed. He has come to the aid 
of his servant Israel, remembering his mercy, just as he promised to our ancestors, to Abraham 
and to Abraham’s descendants forever.”   

 

Matthew 1: 18-25 (Mary exits and is replaced with Joseph and the same Angel from before) 

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ took place. When Mary his mother was engaged to Joseph, 
before they were married, she became pregnant by the Holy Spirit. Joseph her husband was a 
righteous man. Because he didn’t want to humiliate her, he decided to call off her engagement 
quietly. As he was thinking about this, an angel from the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, “Joseph son of David, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because the child she 
carries was conceived by the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you will call him 
Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” Now all of this took place so that what 
the Lord had spoken through the prophet would be fulfilled: “Look! A virgin will become 
pregnant and give birth to a son, and they will call him, Emmanuel. (Emmanuel means “God 
with us.”) When Joseph woke up, he did just as an angel from God commanded and took Mary 
as his wife. 

Micah 5: 2-3 

As for you, Bethlehem of Ephrathah, though you are the least significant of Judah’s forces, one 
who is to be a ruler in Israel on my behalf will come out from you. His origin is from remote 
times, from ancient days. Therefore, he will give them up until the time when she who is in labor 
gives birth. The rest of his kin will return to the people of Israel.  

 

Reading Day 3 
Isaiah 7:14 

Therefore, the Lord will give you a sign. The young woman is pregnant and is about tto give 
birth to a son, and she will name him Immanuel.  

Luke 2: 1-5 (Mary and Joseph come front, ready for a journey: carrying a staff, and/or bags) 

In those days Caesar Augustus declared that everyone throughout the empire should be enrolled 
in the tax lists. This first enrollment occurred when Quirinius governed Syria. Everyone went to 
their own cities to be enrolled. Since Joseph belonged to David’s house and family line, he went 
up from the city of Nazareth in Galilee to David’s city, Called Bethlehem in Judea. He went to 
be enrolled together with Mary, who was promised to him in marriage and who was pregnant.  

Luke 2: 6-7 (The angel enters and hands Mary a baby.  Joseph turns to her and the child.  Angel 
exits) 

While they were there, the time came for Mary to have her baby. She gave birth to her firstborn 
child, a son, wrapped him snugly, and laid him in a manger because there was no place for them 
in the guestroom.   



Luke 2:8-16 (Several people are dressed as shepherds sitting about on the ground. The angel 
enters ready for the announcement) 

Nearby shepherds were living in the fields, guarding their sheep at night. The Lord’s angel stood 
before them, the Lord’s glory shone around them, and they were terrified. The angel said, “Don’t 
be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful joyous news for all people. Your savior is 
born today in David’s city. He is the Christ the Lord. This is a sign for you: you will find a 
newborn baby wrapped snugly and lying in a manger.” Suddenly a great assembly of the 
heavenly forces was with the angel praising God. They said, “Glory to God in heaven, and on 
earth peace among those whom he favors.” When the angels returned to heaven, the shepherds 
said to each other, Let’s go right now to Bethlehem and see what’s happened. Let’s confirm what 
the Lord has revealed to us.” 

Luke 2: 16-20 (Angel leaves and the shepherds stand up ready to leave) 

They went quickly and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. When they 
saw this, they reported what they had been told about this child. Everyone who heard it was 
amazed at what the shepherds told them. Mary committed these things to memory and 
considered them carefully. The shepherds returned home, glorifying and praising God for all 
they had heard and seen. Everything happened just as they had been told.   

Matthew 2:1-11 (Shepherds are replaced with a King and Magi in conversation) 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in the territory of Judea during the rule of King Herod, magi 
came from the east to Jerusalem. They asked, “Where is the newborn king of the Jews. We’ve 
seen his star in the east, and we’ve come to honor him.” When King Herod heard this, he was 
troubled, and everyone in Jerusalem was troubled with him. He gathered all the chief priests and 
the legal experts and asked them where the Christ was to be born. They said, “In Bethlehem of 
Judea, for this is what the prophet wrote: You, Bethlehem, land of Judah, by no means are you 
least among the rulers of Judah, because form you will come one who governs, who will 
shepherd my people Israel.” Then Herod secretly called for the magi and found out from them 
the time when the star had first appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search 
carefully for the child. When you’ve found him, report to me so that I too may go and honor 
him.” 

Matthew 2:9-12 (King Herod exits and is replaced with Mary, Joseph and Jesus.  The Magi 
kneel and hold out gifts to the family) 

When they heard the king, they went; and look the star they had seen in the east went ahead of 
them until it stood over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were filled 
with joy. They entered the house and saw the child with Mary his mother. Falling to their knees, 
they honored him. Then they opened their treasure chests and presented him with gits of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh. Because they were warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they went 
back to their own country by another route.  

Matthew 2:13-15 (Magi leave and the Angel comes in and places and hand on Joseph’s 
shoulder) 

When the magi had departed, an angel from the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 
“Get up. Take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod 



will soon search for the child in order to kill him.” Joseph got up and, during the night, took the 
child and his mother to Egypt. He stayed there until Herod died. This fulfilled what the Lord had 
spoken through the prophet: I have called my son out of Egypt.  

John 20:31 

But these things are written so that you will believe that Jesus is the Christ, God’s Son, and that 
believing, you will have life in his name. 

Hebrews 1:3 (One person comes forward holding a candle)  

The Son is the light of God’s glory and the imprint of God’s being. He maintains everything with 
his powerful message. After he carried out the cleansing of people from their sins, he sat down at 
the right side of the highest majesty.  

 


